CHAPTER V
INDUSTRY1
data discussed in the preceding pages with regard to immi-
gration and occupations have shown the importance in Oxford's
industrial life of the motor industry. Its importance lies not only in
the large number of people it employs, but also in its organization.
Production is concentrated in the hands of only two firms, and large-
scale enterprise which, except for the University Press, had been
non-existent in Oxford before the War, has brought with it problems
of employment and unemployment which had been unknown before.
In a group of 1,416 firms, covering 26,700 insured workers, 80 per
cent, in 193 5 employed 10 workers or less, but the influence of these
small firms in the industrial life of Oxford is overshadowed by that
of the handful of big enterprises. Some details will be given of the
size and production of the krger industrial units in order to convey
a more exact impression of their importance.
The leading industrial undertakings of the Area.
The close and long-established connexion of the University Press
with the university has already been mentioned.2 It employs between
800 and 900 people, that is, between 45 per cent, and 50 per cent, of
the total number of insured employees in the Area in the printing,
publishing, bookbinding, and photography trades. The firms in
these trades are rather krger than the average, for in 193 5, 17 out of
40 firms had more than 10 workers. Even so, the whole industry in
the neighbourhood is dominated by the University Press. Book-
binding is an important satellite trade of printing. The oldest firm
in Oxford specializing in this trade was established in 1730 and still
occupies the same premises and uses some of the original tools.
Apart from publisher's binding, which is an important section of
the work of the University Press, almost all the binding work in
Oxford is done for local customers, supreme amongst whom are the
college libraries and the Bodleian. The Press does a world-wide
trade, since its publications, for which it does its own printing and
* binding, are not limited to the productions of Oxford University.
Oxford is prominent in the early history of the newspaper trade
1  The writers of this chapter are indebted to many firms and individuals in Oxford
for the provision of information. We wish to thank them all for thek courtesy, and in
particular we may mention Morris Motors Ltd. and the Pressed Steel Company.
2  P. 47 above.